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HKATJTH SEHYICES PRAISED, CKtTICIZKP 


At a recent 2-day Meeting, delegatee from various health organizations 
of the RSFSR reported on the state of health services vithin their regions. 

In general, such has been accomplished in the way of improving the hoalth- 
serrioe network . Mors than 16,000 doctors have attended and completed various 
specialization courses. More than 93 percent of that number are now eerviag 
in various oblast municipal health organizations. The equality of medical 
aid Ms improved greatly due to the unification of hospitals and polyclinics. 
All these measured have done much to lower the number of erroneous diagnoses 
end deaths. 

However, there is no doubt that the health and medical services could be 
much more efficient. There appears to be a lack of interest in child welfare, 
particularly in the Tambov and Smolensk ob lasts of the Tatar ASSB. In these 
oblasts there are still too many children suffering from dysentery and 
pulmonary diseases 

Much remains to be done in the rural c<mmnmitiea, and only about a third 
of them have any semblance of operational dispensaries for ambulatory cases. 

Bee cost motion construction of rayon medica l fa cilities is progress - 

1m aicnriy. and it was suggested that the Ministry RSFSB is not attending to 
this matter properly. Several of the reports submitted noted that it was 
also necessary to imprest various ministries of industrial enterprises with 
the importance of building an effective network of medical services. 

Aithoutfi the unification of hospitals and polyclinics has done much to 
Improve services, more than kl percent of the polyclinics and 19 percent of 
the hospitals are not unified. Seme of the reports warned of the danger 
underlying poor administrative organization in the unification program, fre- 
quently, unification seems to have proceeded satisfactorily until sudden 
unforseen events indicated otherwise. Much of the blame rests on inefficient 
government health inspectors. It is no exaggeration to state that only five 
or six of the 918 inspectors have a good grasp of the general over -all situa- 
tion. 
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Little has been don® to acquaint oblast aM rayon organisations with the 
particular needs of the oblast or rayon. Aia has been the reason for much of 
the inefficient performance of sane of the northern national okrugs such as 
Taymyr, law-lo-Henets, Koryak, etc. 


In mhqj cases it was noticed that ?;.«cal populations were not acquainted 
with the vari ous Medical services aval lable , It was hot unti 15. H . Litvinov 
became the chief of the Sanitation Department, Ministry of Health USSR, that 
anything was done to Improve the sani tation and antiepidemlological network of 
the various oblasts and rayons In sobs cases the Ic^l apothecary adninietra" 
tionand’ apothecary offices hare been unable to supply necessary istediciaes and 
medical supplies. 


Much criticism was directed toward the Skin Administration for Higher 
Medical Schools, which las not be^n functioning properly. 


Te. I. Sairaov, Minister of Health USSR, one of the delegatee to the meet- 
ing, sowed up the resolutions as follows: ”It is not enough that hospitals 
and polyollnics be united* It is necessary to have these unified enterprises 
founded on a we lx -conceived administrative plan* The Ministry RSFSR should 
acquaint Itself with the individual problems of each region, should be 
ready to aid with men, money, and equipment. There met be improved special- 
ited medical service available to the inhabitants at the various rayon 
centers. Medical aid to rural oomunltlee most be improved, and the role of 
the surgeon's assistant bus t be Made more important . Medical schools must 
learn that they do not hare to sacrifice quality for quantity but rather stress 
the fact that aao qualified doctor can do mere than a dozen unqualified doctors, 
finally, there Must be greater cooperation between the eduotational institutions 
and the doctors and practitioners in the field.” 
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